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Keith Wegeman gaining
distance to touch down
at the 400 foot marker

FLYING HICKORIES

Olympic Jumping Ace Deseribes Ski-Flying Technique Enabling Him

To Jump 414 Feet For Longest American Leap on Oberstdorf Hill

by Kerrn WEGEMAN

Wegeman, Art Devlin and Billy
sen under the take-off tower

Oberstdorf’s giant jumping hill
where world’s record

H(}W does it feel to jump 400 feet
through space, attaining a top
speed of 85 miles per hour? This was
the question confronting Art Devlin,
Billy Olsen and me as we stood for
the first time at the top of the world’s
biggest jumping hill in Oberstdori,
Germany,

“Donnerwetter, chow me the eleva-
tor,” you probably muse to yourself
as the realization of your first unbe-
lieving gaze down the lengthy inrun
enhances your typical skier-like un
consciousness. “Doesn’t look as bad as
in the pictures, though. Humph, no
doubt il's duck HUI]P,H you continue,
waving away the butterflies with a
mouldy piece of parafiin.

From where you stand, high atop
the intricate scafiolding which rnses
almost vertically from ils immense
foundations to the comparatively mi-
nute platform vou now occupy, you dis-
cern a feeling hitherto dormant in all
your competitive skiing experience.
You can’t put your finger on 1t
though, because you're quite busy
drinking in the spine-tingling view
from a vantage point bettered only by
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Sepp Weiler, one of those who conceived idea of jump at Obherstdorf, demonstrates his classic style
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scurrying and crowding around the
U-shaped outrun,

blurred vision as a swarm ol ants at a

register on vout
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Scientihic  weather balloon pre-
vents cross wind jumping risks

139 meter world’s record set
m ol by Finnish Taune Luireo
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Mying nickories

(Continued from page 13)
nimbly jumps aside leaving you to your
pleasure,

Breathing heavily now, you shuffle
your skis several times, as is the habit
of most jumpers, and pause for a long

moment. Then, with a snarl for the
:ameras, vou Hing yoursell over the
brink,

Down, down vou pluml'ul gaxl]ll'r-

ng fantastic momentum. That snarl
it's gone, Your eyes water profusely
48 vou knew thev would on the first
iump, but this is of minor concern as
vou contemplate the take-ofl louming
~er L]U“li.“ﬂ”l H.E”I 4."|hl.'3'|].
Your palate beats furiously at your
heart crowding into your mouth, but
of mo avail, for at this point you are
frozen with of that Kev
movement in a good leap. the take-off
“How can | judge it at this speed?”
w your helpless cry.

But you had just as well wonder
~hich end is the middle, for you've al
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without evident prompting from the
werebellum, With arms drawn back n
counter motion to the upvward-out-
wsard lunge, vour traiied
curry you through a smooth driving
lift that sees vou at the edge of the
ake-off in a good stretch and going
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|Continued on next page)
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A GOOD WAY
TO END THE DAY

THIS IS THE LIFE! .. . the bite
of fresh winter winds . . . the whisper
of skis in powder snow . .. and
afcerwards, a crackling fire and a
N heart-warming glass of golden
v\ Miller High Lite!

Yes, millions of winter sports

enthussasts have found the

full-flavored frendship

of sparkling
Miller High Life

a perfect way

Py
n v,

ql

to enoy the
pleasant moments ‘
after a day
outdoors . , . literally, I
A GOOD WAY
TO END THE DAY!

days T4

Thes package rate includes
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bifts, levsowms, feee ndes to
Winter Park and Berthoud ski
arcas, dancing. sleigch  riddes,

superd meals, private room, Lnpoy 2% males
af trails served by more
than | 2AXH) e, of chasr
lites, [|-Bars and tows
among 14O fe. peaks
-._1Lr|". Fatiés Fre
|1|ull‘ll talder

SPORTSLAND SKI CHALET

Winter Paork 3 Colornde

Low

Vast and vared, Colorado s fammous Wimer
Park Ske Arca & only 5 manutes Feom Choadet
kr nearkhy Herthonal Pass are 1] more traals
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Laminated Skis

Speed isn’t the half of it!
There’ll be wings on your
feet to be sure, but the
livelv, sensitive response
of Flexible Flver Sphitkein
Skis underfoot pives rise
to a rare exhilaration!
Flexible Flyer Splitkein
Skis are lively and flex
ible, but not soft, and
thetr exclusive laminated
process provides greater
strength with less weight
Perfectly matched in
weight, grain and camber
Micarta soles available
for extra speed and dura-
bility. Also steel or dura-
lumin edges

A for tham a! pow lovarie S Shop
o Sportng Good) Dealer
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21 lowinchom n tha Figuible Flyer
crpwy- s b Feery wigle cor espond
ing piece of wood n 0 pavr of Jha n
token fiom the*scame wood hiller Tha
@ perfect moich rewsity

5. L. ALLEN & CO., Inc
421 Glenwood Avenue
Philodelphio 40, Po.

Makers of worid fomeus Pleadile Flyw
Sledy and Flany Bpcers

Flying Hickories

(Continued from page 2Z7)

them all.

Nol quitr‘r 40) feet but, after all,
this is onlv the beginning. You lke
these friendly German people and
they like you, an American skier.
Smiling at the world you kick off your
<kis into the waiting hands of the jab-
bering ski caddies who will eagerly re-
turn them to the top of the hill for
vour second jump. You autograph in-
numerable programs, then begin the
long hike to the top, glancing fondly
at the 400 foot marker.

By proxy, dear reader, vou have
just completed your first thrilling
jump on the world famous =ki flying
hill nestled deep in the Bavarian Alps,
close to picturesque Oberstdorf, Ger-
many.

After the smoke cleared from war
lorn Ellrﬂl}: and the world seemed
destined once again to effect peaceful
living through cooperation, a young
(German architect and ski jumping en-
thusiast. Heini Klopfer. aided by Sepp
Weiler and Toni Brutcher {Germany's
leading jumpers) formulated a plan
lo instigate inlerest and Euiﬁfl{urnt]}'
finance their long silent dream, a
giant ski jump. Even prior to the
war these three Oberstdorf lads had
created the idea of this hill, but it was
then that the Nazi war machine be-
gan smoldering under its power until
its flame belched forth, consuming hu-
man individuality, perspective, liberty
and life, thus arresting countless crea
tive plans such as this.

But now the Oberstdorf trio, as the
boys have affectionately been dubbed,
having returned to their beloved Alps.
were setting responsive Oberstdorf
afire with their fascinating scheme of
ki flying. Before long they realized
whole-hearted support from the sport
minded citizens of their village and
also procured some aid with ma-
chinery and labor from the U. S
Army in that area.

The winter of 1950 brought realis.
tic proportions to Heini Klopfer’s
blueprints. The hill stood finished.
triumphantly matching its grandeur
with the surrounding Alpine beauty.

Since that vear the International
Ski-Flying Week has become a well es
tablished event in the world of sports
and is eagerly anticipated by skiers
and spectators alike.

Not anvone who would choose to
do so, however, can jump at Oberst-
dorf. Each man must first prove
himself capable by displaying his

IMPROVED
GOGGLES

ihat are a MUST far racers asdl a0 pleasnre
bor ANY skier. Millions of these goggles
were used by the Army Alr Corps & Tanbk
Corps. NOW  offered with reatly -
proved veslilation im the mow ed rubber
trame to eliminate fogging while skung,
One-prece interchangeable, optical quabity
plastsc lens provides clear view with ne
wose separation to bleck vision.

Goggles complete $3.95

Extra ambes, er clear lenses— 50¢
each. Also ventilated, eptical guality al
plastic goggles for $1.95 and $1.25. Avail
able at deading sports shops.

If not vocked by wowr dealer, vrder
direct, specily lons color, and we'll
ship postpasd. Deoler inguiries sneited.

H. L. Beuien Ceo., wazerds Boy, Mo

Howdore

FYf PROTECTrON

ALUMINUM SKIS
WANTED

Mew er Old - Any Length
WRITE: BOX D

SKI Magazine
Honever, M. M.

SUPPORT THE
NATIONAL Skl PATRIL

JUMP
SLALOM
DOWNHILL...

) == SPRAY ON

“"JM? i

You'll zip over wet or dry
h snow with Duck Kote on
your skis. Spray it on wet

or dry skis, at any temper-
ature, indoors or out. Dries
quickly, easily removed,
and is harmless to painted,
| lacquered or plasuc sur

faces. Not a lacquer,

JUST SPRAY 'N SKI|

DISTRIBUTED BY

o Dartenetn Lhiy, Irc s Marley Bron
Heasver, H Homagshae Sogeaw, Michgot

» Oborn & Ulond, Ine o Horvey E Dodds, L1d
Sealtis, W olkingtos Morrrenl, Gueabed
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